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Hes. XL 13. form Part. 


E jofpired Penman of chis 

Epiſtle, who, was moſt probably 
St. Paul, having Dy many cogen! 
I. Arguments in the former. part o 
this Work demonſtrated the Preeminence 
of the Chriſtian Religion, above and; be- 


yond any former Diſpenſation, Faule 


ry 


e 7 | 
end and eſtabliſh, the Brethren in the 
Faich and Practice thereof. In thoſe Tim 
of publick Perſecution from Jeuiſb an 


Pagan Adverſaries, the Profeſſion of Chri: 


ianity might coſt them dear; but the 
K aich pe earneſtly exhortꝭ theni xo 
would, as he ſhews, bear up kr Spffin 
under the greateſt. Sufferings, and fortiſy 
them unto Victory. This he argues from 


dee Nature of Faith, alledging from, che 
Prophet Haballub, That tis That by whiches * 4 


the Juſt in all Ages live. The Juſt ſha 


901 B live 


= 


th Jewiſh, comes in the. Cloſe to recom» 


_ 


A Funcral SxMOx for 
live by Faith. 2 ſhall overcome Temp- 


fee, 90 gx HIKE [- gin Promi- 
ho a 5 | 


in? 


their God, who can 1 more deceive than 


he can be deceived. Our Apoſtle having 


hinted theſe Things, proceeds, in the fit 
Verſe of this Chapter, to deſcribe What he 
means by the fore-mentione Faitb. Fuitb, 


ſays ne. is the Subſtance of \Things boped 
for, the Evidence of Things nof 2 This 


Account of Faith he illuſtrates and confirms 
by ſeveral famous Inftancey under the Old 

ſtament- Diſpenſation 5 och as Hbel, 
Prnech; Noth, Abraham,: Tfaac, and Jacob, 
whoſe whole Life was a Life of Faith, of 
eminent Ny, Self. denial, and Obedience 
to God from a Principle of Faith. Al 
theſe forementioned Fatriarchs died, fays 


Eccl. viii he, Ver. 1 3. (for there 1 no Di bange 


that War; nor indeed of all Men would 


job vii. 16. the Godly deſire to live here always, in this 
2 Con. vs State of Affliction and Abſence from the 
Lord.) Theſe all died: All, except 5 


who, for {ſpecial Reaſons, was franflate 
that" he ſhould not fge ' Death. And they 
died- as they lived.” They lived in Faith, 
alt their Days confiding in the Word-and 
Promiſes of che immutable infallible God; 


and they all died 7 in TO in the * famg, 
F. aith. 
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dhe Accompily 


8 Mr Mar Coors. 
The Words art an Encomium- oh the 
peculiar Death! af the angient Parriarchs 
and Prophets, inform ing us how. they: died. 
Not as aiFool dies, by publick Juftice, in 
dir Folly and fat their Crimes; Dr in a 
ottiſh carnal Preſumption of Mercy and 
Salvation, while ch ey neglect: tie Midans 
proper to ſecure _ ; nor in the Blacknek 
of, Deſpair, as Judus Oh! No: But in 
the. Obedjente of Faith; in à full Balief af 
Gad's Ward, and ſtedfaſt Expectatlon. of 
of all his Promifes 46 
thetnafelves antb theirs} in the proper Seaſon 


| thereof..,; Thaſeca/lidet# in Faith. 


Vis the reul Glory; Exceltence; and Pri- 
velege Hull the) Saints, who: have, liv'd. oy 
Faeed, i die ul in Faith, wo 
This is the general, Inſtruction from the 
Words: in their Qondexioh with the Con- 
text q the Obſer vation ſuggeſted to us there- 
in. And in ſpeaking to it, I propote thete 


don eg 305 


1 To illuſtrate che Character varY 
Encomium the Holy-Ghoſt here gives 


us of theſe! eine VE Sainta 
And chen, | \ . i | 


151153 21 i 01 3 © 1 ur. 


= the ſecond Place, uitably to the Te 


nor of ſuch es, and the mourn- 
2 ful Providencei at this time commemos 
"centred by us to 3 ta our uſe. 
: Three 


- 27 
25 1 ISS 


4 A-Fancral Su Mðõ for 
Three things I would ſpeak to for illu- 
ſtration of the Character and Aſſertion in my 
Text. Theſe all died in Faith. And ſhew, 

I. Who were al! theſe, that died in Faith. 
II. What was that Faith wherein OP bl 
died. And, W 


III. What 1 is meant by their ing ix 1 
| Faith.” | f 
| I. Firſt of all, Tang us een Who were 1 


all theſe who died in Faith In the Gene- 
ral, all the Ancients before Chriſt. The 
Words, J grant, are primarily intended 1 
of the three great Patriarchs, Abrabam, 
| Jaac, and Jacob. Both the Context itſelf, 


— — 
— 


and the Hiſtory of their Death, circum- 
ſtantially — in the Old Teſtament, | 
| eau ſhew that this is a frue Encomium 
ere given af them, that theſe Three all 
died f in Faith. But I am by no Means ſa- 
5 tisfied to reſtrain this Teſtimony and Com- 
mendation to them alone, any more than 
| to extend it toall their Offspring after them, 
| many of whom, as the Apoſtle has obſer- 
| hebr. iii. ved, died in Unbelief. MING 
38,19, Thoſe three Patriarchs were Men of che 3 
moſt diſtinguiſhed Faith, living and dying; © 
but they were not All chat died in Faith; 
not the All here referred to. Tis certain ; 
they were not All who received and em- ; 
. braced the Promiſes from God; nor All who 
* thereupon confeſſed themſelves Strangers 
and Filgrims on Haren and * 3 
| an 


4 


4 


* 
— 
<a oc © <0 01 
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wie underſtand All the famous Heroes and 


Mrs. Manr Coors. 
2 a better Country, even an heayenly:; 
Yor: this likewiſe did Abel, Enoch, and 
Noah before them; as alſo, Foſeph, Mo Des, 
David, Samuel, and many others after 


them. 
Buy All thoſe then who died in Faith, muſt 


Saints of the Old Teſtament Church: All, 
whoſe Example is here propounded to our 
Notice and Imitation: Not only All that 
the Apoſtle himſelf here exprefly mentions, 
but All thoſe likewiſe whom he racitly re- 
fers to in that Hyperbole, Ver. 32. ſaying, The 
Time would fail me, ſhould I attempt par- 


ticularly to recount them : All thoſe, of whom 


in general Terms, at the cloſe of the Chap- 
ter; he aſſerts, Theſe all died, having obtained 
4 good Teſtimony or Report thro' Faitb. 
But againſt this Interpretation of the 
Words, it may perhaps be alledged, Did 
Rabab the Harlot die in Faith? Did Feph- 
#hah; who in Conſequence of a precipitate 
Vow, offered his Virgin Daughter a Burnt- 
Sacrifice to God, die in Faith? And did 
wrathful vindictive Samſon likewiſe die in 
Faith? Whereby does it appear that 7heſe 


All died in Faith? Without entering at 


large into all the Partieulars of thoſe three 


| Inſtances, which my preſent Undertaking 


forbids, we may go near to ſatisfy the In- 


quiry, were we to ſay no more than this, 


via. That their Names, wich this Enco- 
mium 


Joſh, ii. 


Matt. i. 5. a common Proſtitute, would Jalmon, a 


© A Funeral Summon for 


* 


miĩum annext to them, are here inſerted by 
the Holy Ghoſt. They are mentioned in 
— with Moſes, David, Samuel, 
and the Frophets, WhO unqueſtionably 
died in Faith; and upon ſumming up the 
vyhole Liſt, they are commended together 
with them: For 'tis ſaid, that they All ob- 
tained à good Report through Faith, and 


have received the Reward of Faith, 


though not in its ultimate fulneſs, 7 hat 
being ho to Chriſt s glorious; coming, 
at the laſt . Now, was the Searcher 
of Hearts — in chem? Or can it be 
thought, he bas miſrepreſented them in his 
Word to us? Does infinite eſſent ial Power, 
Wisdom, and Goodneſs, need Falſhood in 
the Government of the. World Can ſuch 
Evil dwell wich him ?; Far be it from us to 
ſurmiſe i017 1193014 - 8011 

However, that Lmay not ſeem to — 
a Difficulty which deſerves a ſober and con- 
ſiderãte Anſwer, I would reply to it di- 
ſtinctly in cach of the three Inſtances now 
mentioned: And. 

1. Hint, 'Tis demanded, Did Rahab the 
Harlot, i in Faith? 

Rabah, I acknowledge, is called a Hur 
lot; but, Zonab, the Hebrew Word in the 
Old Teſtament, might as truly and proper- 
ly have been rendered an Inn-Keep er or 
Ho ofteſs, as the learned know. Had to been 
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+ Mrs: MRT Coopt.” 7 
Prince of che Tribe of "Judah," and one of Lute ii 
our Lord's Progenitors, have mafried her 7 3. 

Could he have done it by the Law? Ot 
would the Spies of Joſbua, — 1 wich 
ſo ſecret and important a Commiſſion, have 
— to lodge in her Houſe? Are theſe 
hings probable ? Let ſober Reaſon ſpeak. 4 
But taking the Word as we render it, to 
fignify a Harlos, for fo indeed the Holy 
Ghoſt, in the Greek; expreſly calls her; Jam. ii.25. 
Inn- Keepers, in thoſe Days, making their - "Pads 5 
Bodies as publick as their Houſes, from a Tigm. | 
Conceit, that Fornication was at the moſt 
but an inconſiderable Sin. She might have 
been a Harlot, but tis reaſonable to believe 
ſhe was no Harlot now. God had undoubt= 
edly- given her Repentance from ſueh dead 
Works; as, by St. Paul's Miniſtry, he af- 
ter wards did to the Corinthians, who, in 
their Gentile- State, had been ſuch, and 1 Cor. vi. 
worſe. Plain it is, that her Faith in God 9-19 11. 
was real, becauſe it was eminent: For, by 
Faith ſhe received the Spies in Peace ; and 
to fecure them, ſent them out another way 
than that they had intended to have gone. Jam. ul. a5. 
By theſe Actions the - hazarded her on 
Life and Safety, expoſed herſelf to the Fury 
of the King of ericho and her Country- 
men: And from what Principle? Why, 
from a Principle of Faith; from a Belief 
that That God who had already wrought 
fuch great Works for * was the only 
true 


4 


* 


A Funeral — . 


true God, and: their God ; that he would 
give them the Land of — though now 
poſſeſt and defended by Enemies, and would 


protect and provide for them, and for all 


thoſe, who, renouncing all other Happineſs 
and Hopes, ſhould chuſe him, and put their 
whole Truſt in bim. With this People 
therefore; on theſe Foundations; ſhe re- 
ſolves at all Hazards; henceforth to take 
her Lot. Such was her Faith. at that Time! 
Truly great and wonderful! and ſuch, as 


| doubtleſs never failed. But, 
Judges 21. 2, Did Fephthah die in F ich ? Fephthah; 


who i in Conſequence of a raſh Vow, offered 
up his Virgin-Daughter and only Child a 
Burnt-Sacrifice to God ? . 
To clear up this Caſe, I firſt admit the 
Fact, that he did actually offer her up, &c: 
And indeed the Terms in which the Scrip- 
tures repreſent this Matter, ſeem ſo clear; 
ſo ſtrong, and poſitive, that I have .won- 
dered any ſhould diſpute it. The ſame, I 
find, was the current Opinion of the 
Fews,. viz, of Foſephus and Philo, and of 
the principal Fathers of the Greek and La- 
tin Church, as, St. Chryſoſtom; T heodoret; 
Sufi Martyr, Ambroſe, Auſtin, Ferom, &c. 
nd yet ſome modern Commentators, to 
ſupport the Negative of the Queſtion, have 
tortured the Text into a quite contrary Sig- 
nification ; and in the Reſult, will allow it 


to mean no more, than that Fephthab con- 
4 I ſecrated 


WW +4 . 


a 
4 
l 
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ſecrated his Daughter to a State of perpetual 
Virginity. After the had, wich her Compar 


nions, for two Months upon ghe Moun- 
tains, bewailed her Virginity, „be returned 
unto ber Father, ſays the Text; who did 
with her according to his Vow; / which he bad 


vowed. The Aſſertion you ſee, is poſitive, Ver. 


Yea, but 'tis added, ſay they, in Explication 
thereof, and ſhe knew no Man; that is, ſhe 
continued a Virgin all her Days,, leaving no 
Poſterity behind her; which in thoſe Times 
was, I own; einer one of the greateſt of 
earthly Reproaches; the Hopes of having 
the Męſiab deſcend from them, , prompring 
all the Daughters of Leal paſſionately to 
deſire Children. And his, continue the 
foreſaid Interpreters, was the Thing which 
ſhe and her Companions, for two Months 
together; lamented in the Mountains; This 
was the Calamity they went to condole 
with her, and comfort her againſt, four 
Days every Year. To eſtabliſh this Noti- 
on, and refure the other, they, demand; 

Would Jeplthab, a Man who had the Spiric 
of the Lord, offer to God a humane Sacri- 
fice, when by che Law he was at Liberty to 


38,5} 


redeem her from Death for a moderate Sum Lev.xxvlt; 
of Money? Would not Duty to God, and 2, 3: 


Affection to his only Child, fn him to that 


Redemption? Rather than be at that Ex- 


pence, Wou'd He venture upon an Action 


which was an Ab omination to the Lord ? Deut. Xii. 


„ & * 


E one 31. 


© 


i then * objected, that he did not die in 
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bne of thoſe crying Sins for which God ex- 
I'd the ancient Canaanites, and an expreſs 
Violation of the th Commandment ? It 
canner de. To be ſhort, Jephthab's Vow; 
rected they, could import no more than 


That Who, or Whatſoever ſhould 


rſt come out of his Houſe to meet him, 


ſhould be conſecrated to the Lord, according 
to its Nature and Capacity: If it was meet 
for a Burnt-Offering, it ſhould actually be 
offered up to God as ſuch; if otherwiſe, it 
mould, in all proper Ways, be ſacred to his 
Name and Service. This is, indeed, a plau- 
fible Interpretation of that difficult Paſſage 3 
but ſuch as, I believe, will hardly ſatisfy a 
nice Examiner of the whole Hiſtory. To 
us, however, tis a Caſe of no great Mo- 
ment, whether this mighty Hero really of- 
fered up his Daughter or not. Let each 
Man judge in it, as ſeems to him moſt rea- 
fonable. What if we ſhould ſuppoſe, that 
the Holy Ghoſt permitted him literally to 

execute his Vow, as a Puniſhment for his 


Temerity, and witha Deſign to reſtrain Pa- 


rents and others, on all Occaſions, from unad- 
viſed Vowsro their Maker? Was it not a Zeal 


for God, under Circumſtances extraordinary, 
chat prompted him to make this Vow? and 


his Fidelity, that afterwards led him to per- 
form it, in what Way ſoever that was done? 
And having che true Principle of Faith, can 


Faith, 


SY o 
6 U 
3M 

16 


Mrs, Mary Coops, TA 
Fatth, eſpecially, ſince, as before-obferved, | 
tis on account of his Faith, that he is herr 
inſtanced in, and commended by the Holy 
Ghoſt ? Tis queſtioned farther yet, 
3. Did wrathful vindictive Samson dio in 
F auth ? Samſon, I ſay, who to revenge the jug. xvi. 


Loſs of his two Eyes upon the Phrte/{rnes, 
prayed for, and procured his own Death? 

To this J anſwer, in Vindication of Sam- 
ſon, Tis not improbable that Samfon, whom 
the Spirit of God had endued with ſuch ex- 
traordinary bodily Strength, fo long as he 
obſerved the Laws of his Nazarzteſhip, and 
who could now pull down the whoke 
Temple of Dagen upon the Philiſtines, (tis 
not —— I fay) chat he was pre- mov d 
to this Action by — who is the fole Ar- 
birer of Life and Dearth. __ 

If this appear, as I believe ir lk to all 
who impartially examine the intire Cireum- 
ſtances of the Hiſtory alledg'd ;- why then 
Samſon's Behaviour, in deliring che De- 
ſtruction of thoſe Enemies to God and his 
People, at the Expence of his own Life, will, 
I preſume, be very juſtifiable. Tis to be re- 
membered alſo, that being at this Time in a 
publick Capacity, being by an extraordi- 
nary Commiſſion conſtituted the Judge and 


* Defender of Iſrael, he might, for the Ho- 


nour- of God, and the Deliverance f KH 


rael from thoſe devoted Adverlaries 22 


Pole his own Life, chooſing Death in the 
C2 ſame 


— — ́‚Eàäͤm—rʃ 7.8 _— ——u— . — 
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fame common Ruins with them, rather than, 
to preſerve his own Life, permit them to 
eſcape. Under ſuch Circumſtances this i is 
no ſtrange T op ; no Act of Guilt. Tis no 
more than true Heroiſm; no more than what 
great Soldiers frequently do. They are con- 
tent, we ſee, and count it their trueſt Glory, 
rather to loſe their Lives in defence of a Poſt, 
advantageous to their Army, than yield it to 
the Encmy. Samſon called unto the Lord, and 
ſaid, O Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, 
and ſtrengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, 
O God, that I may be at once avenged. of the 
Ver. 28. Philiſtines for my two Eyes. The Prayer, 
I allow, ſounds ſomewhat harſh to Chri- 
ftrans, who are taught the moſt perfect 
Charity; but the Fervour and Earneſtneſs 
of Samſon's Spirit, his acknowledged De- 
ndance on God, and Confidence in him, 
conſidered in Conjunction with the imme- 
diate Returns from Heaven now made to 
it, ſhew that it was a Prayer the Spirit of 
God had dictated and approved. Had San. 
ſen, been a malicious inveterate Man; had 
his Prayer flowed from a Principle of Paſ- 
ſion: and private Revenge, rather than of 
Zeal for God, and the true Benefit of 1/rae!; 
Certain it is, that he who abbors the bloody 
-and deceitful. Man, would never have heard 
r it. The Curſe cauſelt/s ſhall not come, un- 
| leſs it be upon the Head of him, who with- 
out Cauſe — and denounces it. 
omg | This 


its; MS Dm 1 _—_ 1 
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N This is an undoubted Truth, Upon this 


Ground then, without going farther into 
the Debate, may we ſafely fix our Foor, 


and pronounce Samfon, as the inſpired Pen- 


man before us has done, One of thoſe 


: 1 who has obtained a good Report through 
* 'Faith. Mt Ion | 


Having thus diſcovered to you, Who were 
All theſe that died in Faith, according to the 
true Meaning of the Text: And having alſo 


aſſerted and vindicated the Interpretation 


now given of it, I proceed to inquire, 
II. What was That Faith, wherein all the 
Saints before-mentioned died: For, ſays 
the Texr, Theſe alt died in Faith. 

| Becauſe there are many Counterfeits of 
Faith, as of every Thing excellent and va- 
luable; and but One Faith only that is genu- 
ine and uſeful to the Purpoſes of a Chriſtian, 
living and dying; And becauſe it muſt be a 


: Thing of fatal Conſequence, herein tobe mi- 


ſtaken; I ſhall therefore, as it becomes me, 
with the greateſt Warineſs and Perſpicuity, 
endeavour to explain and ſtate it. | 

' Faith, in the firſt and moſt general Accep- 
tation of the Word, is the Aﬀent of the Mind 
to the Truth of a Propofition upon credible 
Teſtimony ; Or upon ſome other Reaſon, be- 
fides ſenſible Evidence, or immediate Know- 
ledge.” A Divine Faith is ſuch an Aſſent 
ro the Truth of Divine Revelation, upon a 
Divine Teſtimony: As, on the other hand, 
by | | 2 
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an Human Faith is the like Aſſent only upan 

the-Credic of Human Teſtimony. The Faith 

here intended is a Divine Faith, wrought in 

us by the Arguments of Divine Teſtimony 

and Authority, enforced by the Spirit and 

Grace of Chriſt. And 'tis a moſt joſt and 

elegant Definition, which the Apoſtle. to 

the Hebrews has here given us of it, to tell 

Ch, xi. 1. us what it is. Faith, ſays he, (that Faith, 

| by which the Fuſt ſhall live, and continue 

ſledfalt unte the End in the Cauſe of Chriſt, 

againſt all Temptations to Wavering and A- 

500%) is the Subſtance of Things hoped for, 

and the Evidence of Things not ſeen. The Ex- 

plaining this Definition will, as fully as is 
needful, explain to us the Thing defin'd. 

And here we irt ſee what this Faith 

is not; Tis not a mere ſpeculative Af- 

ſent to the Word of God as true in gene- 

ral, as in Matters of fimple Belief. That 

Aſſent indeed is one main Part or Act of 

Divine Faith; but ſingly and of it ſelf, it is 

no more the Whole of this Faith, than one 

Room is the whole Houſe, or one Grace 

the whole Frame of Graces in a regenerate 

Chriſtian, Neither is this Faith a confident 

Credulity of we know not what and why ; 

for then how were it the Reaſon, he Evr- 

dence,” and Conviction of Things not ſeen? 

If it be a Fault in us, with the Samaritans, 

john iv. to Worſbip we know not uhat, it mult cer- 

22. tainly be a greater Fault in us to believe 

we 
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we know not what, as the Ground of that 
| 1 1 and of all other religious Actions: 
But the very Nature of Faith, ealmly con- 
ſidered, ſhews, that however Perſons de- 
7 ceive themſelves wich empty unmeaning 
Sounds, ſuch a Faith is no Faith at all, b 


© impoſſible in the Nature of Things; and t6 


1 the Reaſon of all Mänk ind.. 


What then is this Divine Faith? To url 


to the Apoſtle's Account of it. Tis the 
confident Expectation of Things hoped for, 
the Bas and Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Hope; That without which we could have 
no Knowledge of Things ſupernaturally re- 

veal'd, and conſequently no Hope of plea- 
fing God on Earth, nor of Rewards from Heb. xi. 8; 


him in the Life to come. Tis the-convin- 


ceing Argument, or Demonſtration x9 the 


Mind, of the Certainty and Reality af thoſe 


* T hings which are indiſcernible to Fleſh 


£ and Senſe, of which we have no fenfible 
and outlay Demonſtration in this World 


of Trial. Tis a rational Belief thereof, 
= wrought in us by Argument and bases. b 


Conviction, and a Hope agreeable thereto that 

cannot be fruſtrated. Tis a Prineiple that 
realizes to the Mind its Objects; and thoſe 
are chiefly the Things of another World; 
to be. diſcerned by Faitb only: --Bvers 


Heaven, is its ultimate Scope and End: Re- 
ay the End of your Faith, even the Sal 


I vation 


laſting Glory and Salvation with -God in 
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1 Per, i. g. vation of your Souls. Faith, in order to 
thar End, looks at, and receives into the 
Heart, an unſeen Saviour, as the neceſſary 
Means; for no Man comes unto the Father 
John xiv. as his End, but by Chriſt. as the only Way: 
The Divine Wiſdom, Authority, and Good- 
neſs, are the Source .ahd Spring of this 
Faith, its original Conſtitution ; his Power; 
Veracity; and Faithfulneſs, its fundamen- 
tal Reaſon and Support: And hence by a 

very apt Peripbrafis * tis called, the recer- 
ving the Teſtimony of God, and therein ſet- 
| John iii, — to our Seal that God is true, that he is 
33. able and faithful. Beſides the Principles of 
Natural Religion, in this Caſe ſuppoſed, the 
Objects of the Faith deſcribed are in gene: 
ral, all God's ſupernatural Revelarions, all 
Things contained in the holy Scriptures, 
be they hiſtorical Narrations, Propheſies, 
Doctrines, Precepts, Prohibitions, or Mo- 
tives of Hope and Fear. And its nearer and 
more immediate Objects ſtill, are thoſe ne- 
ceſſary to the Beginning, Progreſs, and 
Conſummation of che divine Life in Men. 
The Apoſtle has told you what they are: 
They are Things anſeen. And what are 
thoſe ? Why, Things, ſome of them of 
a ſpiritual abſtracted Nature, and ſo not 
capable of ſenſitive Notice and Perception: 
As the Being, the Nature, Excellence, and 
Perfections of God, hom no Man, by cor- 


poreal Intuition, has ſeen at any time, nor. 
can 
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ran feet: The Immortality of the Soul $1 Tim. vi. 
The neceſſary immutable Difference of Good 2% · 
and Exil: The Beauty, Reaſbnableneſs, Ob- 
ligations, and Advantages of real Religion :. 
The Spirit's Operations on the Soul in Con- 
verſion, and progreſſive Holineſs 7 Our ſpi- 
al, Aids and Enemies: And the Agency 
o. orig in regard to che Church ank 
World. The Events of Providence, tis 
true are viſible, but the Hand chat con- 
ducts and manages them, like a Wheel with- "I 
in a Wheel, ſecret and inviſible, but Faith 
diſcerns them all. Among the inviſible: 
Objects bf Faith, are like wiſe undoubtedly 
meant, Works atid Occurrences already paſt. 
Of chis Kind ate the Crration of the World: 
buy che powerful Word of God, mentioned 
As Een, z. Phe: Fall and Miſery of Man by the; 
Seduction of Satan: The Eretionand Abo 
litibn of the Jeuiſb Frame: The Perſon, , 
ncar nation, Sufferings, Death, Reſurrecti- D 
on, and Aſcenſion of the Son of God to the | 
Father's Right Hand: His Miſſion of the 
Spirit, as a Spirit of Miracles and Holineſs: 
The Publication and Confirmation of the 
Chriſtian. Religion by his Apoſtles endued 
therewith, All theſe Truths and Facts are 
Things tb be believed and aſſented to, be- 
ing no longer now to be ſeen, than as an 
inviſible Cauſe by its. Effects. To theſe 
add alſo, All thoſe Invifibles, which, like 
a remote Country, are at too great a Di- 
los. D ſtance 
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-  Rlance from the Views of Senſe. Such as 

the Exiſtence, Fabrick, and Oeconomy of 

the intellectual Worlds: The Beatific Vi- 

ſion within the Vail: The Services and 

Enjoyments of Holy Angels, and the — 

fected Juſt Ones in the New Feru/alem * 

And the Things which God has prepared for 

r Cor. i. ꝙ chem that love him. All this is a Glory yet 

Rom. viii. be revealed. What the adopted Children 

1 John iii. Of God ſhall be, does not yet appear: The 

2. Fruitions and Happineſs of the Saints in 

Heaven are hid from our Eyes; as are alſo, 

the Terrors of the Lord on Sinners in the 

loweſt Hell. The vain Wit of Man has 

endeavoured to deſcry the Place or Region, 

where the Forſaken of God ſhall receive 

their proper Recompence: But can that be 

deſcribed which is unſeen, and ſo imper- 

fectly known ? The rich Man is ſaid to lift 

, 70 4% up his Eyes in Hades, or the unſeen World, 

Take xvi. where the Souls of wicked Men go, upon 

23. leaving the Body. Before God Hell is naked, _ 

Job xvi. and Deſtruction has no Covering ; but its 
6. | Particulars are concealed from us in impe- 

netrable Darkneſs, farther than Faith reveals 

them. And to add no more, Some Things 

in the Goſpel Revelation are unſeen; be- 

.cauſe their Accompliſhment, like Propheſy, 

is yet future and reſerved unto the Fulneſs 

of Time, which the Father has put in his 5 

Ads i. 7.0wn Power. Such are, Chriſt's ſecond comſm- 

ing in the Glory of the Father with all the 

1 | | holy 
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holy Angels, the Reſurrection of the Dead, 

the general Judgment at the great Day, and Mate.xxivg | 
the State of everlaſting Retribution, wherein 36. 
all the preſent ſeeming Inequalities of Provi- 
dence ſhall be exactly adjuſted, and all Men 

reap in Quality and Degree, as here they 

have ſown. Theſe are ſame of the Things un- Gal. vi. 7, 
ſeen ; for, were it poſſible, I pretend not in +: 
this Diſcourſe, fully to recount them. 

Some of theſe Reaſon and Senſe can indeed 

demonſtrate ; as the Being and Perfections of 
God, by the Creation and Preſervation of 
the World; the Immortality of the Soul, Rom. i. 20. 
from its natural eſſential Operations; and 

a future State of Recompence, ſor the Vin- 
dication of Providence, and the neceſſary 
Enforcement of his Laws upon Mankind: 

Vet with how great Weakneſs and Imper- 
fection Reaſon alone does this, the Writings 

of the ſublimeſt Heathen Moraliſts, do at 

this Day manifeſtly teſtify. 
* Many other Things, of the greateſt Benefit 

and Neceſſity to the Chriſtian Life, there are, 
which without a Divine Revelation diſco- 
vering them, muſt have been abſolutely and 

for ever unknown, becauſe abſolutely above 

the Search af unaſſiſted natural Reaſon. And 

now that we have this Revelation, of what 
Uſe or Benefit can it be to Mankind, if Faith 
receive it not? Cay it inſtru ? Can it re- 
form? Can it edify, where it is not known 

1 0 aſſented of Is 8 nat Faith chat gives 

1 3 iQ 
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to it its Life and Energy? Is it not Faith 


that is the Evidence, Argument, and Con- 
viction to the Mind, of the Certainty of 
thoſe unſcen Things which it declares and 
reveals? Undoubtedly ſo. This Faith, 
grounded on the Teſtimony of the true and 
infallible God, is that which makes them 
appear real and ſubſtantial, preſent and 
permanent to the Mind, and influential on 
the Heart and Life, according to their Na- 
ture and Excellence, and our own — 
ment in them, though abſent and future. 
Tis Faith, that makes promiſed Good 
Things, by a kind of Anticipation, to be actu- 


ally exiſtent and enjoyed by us; for being pro- 


miſed by God; who cannot lye, if we believe 


his Word, we cannot but be as confident 


We ſhall have them, as if we had them al- 
ready in Poſſeſſion. Tis Fazth, that is the 


Root and Reaſon of our Hope. For what 
is that Hope, but the Hope of abſent Good, 


viſible only to Faith? the aſſured Expecta- 
tion of Deliverance from all in ward and out- 


ward Evils, and of the Fruition of eternal 
Glory by Jeſus Chriſt? Tis a Hope of the 


beſt Things; of the greateſt and nobleſt At- 
tainments; a Hope built on the Promiſes of 
God, productive of all Divine and Chriſtian 
Fruits; and a Security of Enjoyment, as 


good as its. Object is great. Things hoped 


for, are abſent and future, as an Inheritance 


in Reverſion, and ſo ſeem not to ſubſiſt. 
1 8 £ Hope 
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Hupe that is ſeen, is not Hope, ſays the A-"" -ꝑ 
oſtle, for what a Man ſees, why does be yet 
pe for? But Faith gives them a Subſi- Rom. viii 

fence. By believing and hoping in the Pro-*4: 

miſes, we in a Manner enjoy them; as by 

© believing the Threatnings, we ſee a Judg- 

ment in them before they are felt. As we 
believe and hope, ſo we Aer and tremble, 
and flee from the Wrath of God, while it is 
yet to come. And thus is Faith a ſubſtanrial, 
well-grounded Perſuaſion of Things un- 
= /een, and a confident Expectation of Things 

* boped for. from God, upon the Credit of 

his Word and Promiſe. This, in ſhort, is 

the true Nature of Divine Faith, of chat 

Faith whereby the Saints of the Old Teſta- 
ment lived, wherein they died, and of the 

Hopes enkindled and maintained in them 

thereby. 

But there is yet another Way whereby 
this great Principle of Faith may be farther 
illuſtrated and deſcribed ; and that is by 
bringing into View ſome of its genuine in- 
4 ſeparable Fruits and Effects: For by theſe 
may it as certainly be diſtinguiſhed, as a 
Tree by its Fruits. And without multiply- 
ing Words, or —— from the Context, 
there are in it Inſtances in this Kind, more 
than ſufficient evidently to declare it to us. 
Tis not in the Soul a dormant Habit, as 
Seed in ſtony Ground, or Life in Perſons 
alleep or in a Swoon; but an active, opera- 
tive 


Jam, ii. 22, tive Principle, diſcoverable and 
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by Works. Tis a Root of Univerſal filial 
Obedience to God; to all his Laws, as 
enlarg'd, explain'd, and enforc'd þy Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. *Tis the Principle of all 
great and honourable Atchievements for 


God and the Redeemer in the World. If 


ever it be ſeated in the Soul, it will have 


a real and viſible Effect upon our whole 


Man, 8 to the Nature of the 
Things believed, the Degree of our Per- 
ſwaſion, and our moral Temper, Capacity, 


Eph. v. 9. and Diſpoſition. As the Fruit of the Spirit, 


it will break forth and ſhew it ſelf in all 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth; in a 
faithful, ſteady Regard w God, and to all 
the Notifications of his Will, proportio- 
nably to the Evidence accampanying them. 
For Inſtance, we ſhall ſee the Certainty and 
Lovelineſs of Divine Truth, in all the great 
Doctrines of Faith, and the Reality, Worth, 
and Excellence of the Promiſes, How 
ftrong a Proof, and Inſtance in this Kind, 
are the Patriarchs ! Examine the Context. 
By the Eye of Faith they /aw the Promiſes; 
ſaw into their high and excellent Nature, 
their Stability, and moſt certain future Per- 
formance. They ſaw the Things which 
God, by Promiſe, had given out for the 
Comfort of Abraham and his Poſterity ; 
ſuch as a numerous Iſſue, the Conqueſt and 
Poſſeſſion of Canaan, the Męſiab in oe 
| Fle 
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Flesh deſcended from them, in ubem all Gen.xviih 


7 

13 

. 
d 


. the Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed ;** 

a glorious Reſurrection and heavenly Im- 
mortality beyond the Grave. Theſe Things 

= they' ſaw; ſaw them afar off, as thro'' a - 
deſcrying Glaſs, at the Diſtance of many 

= Generations to come; as we now foreſee the 

-* Deſtruction of Antichriſt, our Lord's glo- 
rious Coming, and the Conſummation of 

all Things. Abraham rejoic'd to ſee myTohn vi- 
Day, (ſays Chriſt to the Fews,) my Coming 
into the World, and be ſaw it by Faith, 

and was glad. So the Fathers, befote and 
after the Flood, ſaw the Promiſes. They 
ſaw them, and were per ſaded of them, be- 
cauſe, as Sarab in another Cafe, they 
juag d him faithful who bad promi d. Heb. a 
Again, n e ee eee 
Wherever the Faich of unſeen future 
Things obtains in the Heart, as à vital 
Principle, it will raiſe the Heart above 
this World; form it to a ſincere, delightful 
Cloſure with the Covenant and Promiſes of 
> God, propounded in his Word; it will 
> diffuſe its Influence upon the ſeveral Affe: 
Ctions of Hope, Love, and Joy. See this 
= exemplified alſo in the Patriarchs. 
© Having got a Sight of the Promiſes, theß 
choſe and embrac'd them, they conſented 
co them, and confided in them. They 5 
embraced them with Love and Deſire, 
with Delight and Joy; as dear Friends, 
1 meeting 
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meeting after a long Separation, embrace 


each other in ow Arms; and as Mariners, 

after a long and hazardous. Voyage, careſs. 

the welcome Shore. They embraced them 

as moſt true and good in themſelves, moſt 

deſirable and precious unto them. And the 

firſt Ground of all this Acceptance, Con- 
fidence; -and Joy in the Promiſes, was their 

Faith; in the ſame manner as. Chriſtians, 

1 fe 5s. tho now. they. ſes not the, glorified Re- 
deemer, yet. believing, in him, by means of 

Faith; _—_ love bim, and rejaice in him 

with Foy unſpeakable, and full of Glory... . 

for our farther Conviction, fill in 

ſo, impottant a Subject, I add, chat this 

Faith, AM” truly. Divine and ſaving, will 

dr ma its Power and Virtue, as in all 

„divine and heavenly Affections, ſo in ans, 

\ {\wegable,, Pra#irea/ Regards towards God, 

qu: Neigh bour, and our ſelves, in the in- 

e Series of our Converſation. We ſhall 

Pfal. exix. 1 — all God's Precepts, concerning all. 

-"_ Things, to be rigbt, and hate every falſe 
* xi. Ma In this Faith we ſhall work Rigbte- 
33- xai. Ce. With, righteous Abe! we ſhall 

35. ſerve God, the greateſt. and beſt of Beings, 

with Our. beſt, with the beſt of our Time 

Gen. iv.4- and Strength, and with the beſt and fatteſt 
of. our Flocks. It will be in us a Principle 

of fingular and ſincere Piety towards God, 

= 22 teaching us, as Enac h, Noah. — to walk with, 

vi. 9. 800-1 in a religious, exemplary Courſe 4 
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Life, amidſt all the Scoffs and hard Speeches 
of an impious and profane Generation. 
After the Example of faithful Abraham, Gen. xii, 
this Faith will induce us to quit our Idols, 
our Country, Kindred, Friends, and all the 


— 


Relations and Poſſeſſions of this World, in 


Confidence of an Inheritance in the hea- 
venly Canaan. Notwithſtanding ever ſo 
many apparent Difficulties, it will make us 
truly willing, and ready with our own 
Hands, to facrifice our T1/aac, all, even Chap.xxiz. 
our deareſt Hopes and Comforts, ro God 

ar his Command and Call; to cut off a 
right Hand, or Foot, yea, to pluck out a 
right Eye, when they offend, and caſt them 
from us; yea, to deliver up even our very 
Lives to God requiring them, rather than 

by wich- holding them, to incur his eternal Cuke xiv; 
Diſpleaſure. This is a Faith that, with“, 33. 
Mofes, will inſtruct and incline us, at 
Years of Diſcretion, to prefer God and 
Religion, a pure Conſcience, and the 
Hopes' of everlaſting Glory in Heaven, to 

all the'Splendor, Royalty, and Enticements 

of a ſeducing depraved World. By a be- 
lieving Reſpe& to, and Expectation of, a 
more abundant Recompence of Reward 
from God hereafter, we ſhall chuſe to 
abandon the Society of the Wicked, and to 


endure all ſorts of Affliction, Perſecution, 


and Reproach for him, with all true mili- 
tant Jraelites, his Worſhippers, rather 
8 E than 
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than for the ſhort Enjoyment of ſinful 


Luke xiv. Pleaſures, to fall under the almighty, ever- 


24. 


Heb. xi. 
13. 


laſting Wrath of him that is inviſible. 
Perſwaded of the Promiſes of an hea- 
venly Country, and having our main, our 
ultimate Happineſs and Hopes therein, we 
ſhall confeſs our ſelves Strangers and Pil- 


grims on Earth, We ſhall ſtudy to paſs 


inoffenſively, patiently, and chearfully, 


thro' this troubleſome, uncertain World, 


in our Journey towards a quiet and happy 
Settlement in the next. Such was the 
Character, Condition, and Endeavour of 
the Patriarchs here below. They con- 
feſs'd themſelves Strangers and Pilgrims on 


Earth, living and acting entirely as ſuch, . 


travelling from one Place to another in a 
very troubleſome, unſettled Condition, 
And as all that declare themſelves Strangers 
and Pilgrims, muſt make it appear that 
they are ſo, by continually ſeeking their 
own proper Country; ſo did the Saints now 


diſcourſed of. With the greateſt Ardor and 


Conſtancy of Mind they deſired, ſought, 
and hoped for another Country, a fix d and 
quiet Habitation. And which was that ? 
Not Ur of the Chaldees: That being their 
native Country, might indeed be thought 
dearer to them than any other; but it was 
not ſo; for truly, as the Holy. Ghoſt rea- 
ſons, if they had been mindful of that Coun- 


try, from whence they came out, they 


might, 


* 
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from Chaldea and Jacob's Death, have had 
Oppor tunity to have returned «thither, the 
Diſtance betwixt the two Places being but 
inconſiderable: Yea, but the Country they 
fought, was 4 better Country than any in 
this World; better than that which they 
had quitted, yea, better than the Land of 


27 


might, in the Space of two hundred Years, Heb. xi. 
which paſs d be twixt Abrabam's Departure * 


Promiſe, wherein they now ſojourn'd. It Ver. 16. 


was not an earthly, but an heavenly Coun- 
try, view'd only by Faith's Proſpective; 
a Country wherein they might dwell and 
reſt for ever, when their Pilgrimage on 
> Earth was finiſhed; 4 City which God had 
© prepared for them in the Country of Hea- 
ven, the Jeruſalem which is above. And 
all this they did by means of PFazth. 


Yea, and by the fame excellent — 
ey 


as the inſpired Penman continues to ſhe w, t 

atchiev'd all thoſe noble Exploits, which, 
in the Scriptures of Truth, are recorded of 
= them. Confiding in the Promiſe of. God, 


who call'd them to it, Fo/hua, David, ver. ;;. 


N and many of the Judges, ſubdu'd Kingdoms. 


Abraham, Phineas, and Samuel, wrought 


Righteouſneſs; in all Capacities acted as 


righteous Men, and, to their utmoſt En- 
deavours, propagated the Love and Practice 


4 of univerſal Righteouſneſs amongſt Man- 
kind. Abraham and David, and other 


Worthies, obtain d Promiſes, both general 


and 


Ver, 34, 
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and ſpecial,. Others, as Samſon, David, 
and Daniel, by Faith in the Power and 
Preſence of God, itopp'd the Mouths of 
Lions. Others, as the three Children in 
Nebuchagnezzar's Furnace, quench'd- the 
conſuming Violence of Fire, - ſo that not ſo 
much as the Smell thereof paſs'd upon ei- 
ther their Perſons or Garments. Other 
Saints likewiſe, in the Virtue of a Divine 
Faith, eſcap'd the Edge, of the Sword: 
Thus David eſcap'd the Sword of Goliab, 
and of Saul; the Jeus the Sword of 
Haman, and Elijah the Sword of Abaziah 
and Jezebel. Our of Weakneſs ſome were 
made ſtrong, as Gideon with his three 
hundred Men, Samſon, Feboſhaphat, and 

enathan; and miraculouſly recover d from 
mortal bodily Diſtempers, as Fob and He- 
zektah. By Faith in God, many of thoſe 
who were Men of great Infirmity and Fear, 
grew valiant in Fight, and turn'd to Flight 
the numerous Armies of the Aliens. 'Thro* 
this divine Faith, Women, as the Widow 


of Sarepta and the Shunamite, receiv'd 


their dead Sons -rais'd to Life again. 

And the Faith that enabled them todo ſuch 
great Things, enabled others, than thoſe 
now mention'd, to ſuffer as great; for they 
were tortur'd for their Religion, refuſing 
Deliverance on the ſinful Terms their 
Perſecutors offer d it, becauſe by Faith in 
God's Fromiſes, they believ'd and 83 
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for a Reſurrection to an incomparable 
better Life. Others had Trial of cruel 
Mockings and Scourgings from their wick- 
ed Enemies; yea, moreover, of Bonds and 
Impriſonments, as Foſeph, Samſon, Micaiab, 
and Jeremiah, And to demonſtrate that 
there was no Evil which they did not en- 
dure, ſome were ſton'd; as Zacharias the 
don of Feho:ada, and Naboth. Some were 
ſawn aſunder; others try'd by hot Irons, 
and other fiery Torments. Some were 
{lain with the Sword ; others, like Vaga- 
bonds, wander'd about in Sheep-Skins and 
Goat-Skins, being deſtirute of all outward 
Things, afflicted and tormented. - And tho”, 
on account of their Faith, and many glo- 
rious Atchievements thereby, they were the 
excellent of the Earth, Men of whom the 
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World was not worthy; yet were they 


expell'd human Society, and forc'd to 
wander about in Deſerts, and on Moun- 
tains, and in Dens and Caves of the Earth, 
the Refuge and Shelter of wild Beaſts. All 
which terrible Evils they chearfully and 


patiently endur'd, out of Conſcience toward 


the inviſible God, in the Faith of his eter- 
nal Acceptance and Salvation, and in Hop 

of the heavenly Country, and Recompence 
of Reward promis d to his afflicted Servants 
hereafter. Judge you then of the Nature of 
this Divine Faith, by its Power and Preva- 
lence: Judge of it, I fay, by theſe its ex- 
M7; £ a Nic: cellent 
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I fay, was that Faith, that Divine Princi- 
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cellent Fruits on the Mind, Heart, and 
Converſation of the Saints, whoſe Example 
is celebrated in this xi'* Chapter; for 400 
theſe obtained à good Report thro' Faith. 
And thus much for my /econd General 
Head, where I propos'd to ſhew, what was 
that Faith, in which theſe good People liv'd, 
and wherein they alſo died: Theſe. all died 
in Faith. The Sum 1s this: It was a Faith 
not Human, but ſupernatural and Divane ; 
a Faith that ſerv'd inſtead of Sight; that 
credited all the Truths of God, all which 
he had any ways reveal'd, foretold, and 
aſſerted to them; a Faith that really. be- 
liev'd and embrac'd, that fully and firmly 
accepted and confided in all the Promiſes of 
God made known to them. It was ſuch 
a Belief of Things unſeen and future; ſuch 
a deep and thorow Conviction of. the Truth 
af God's Word, Promiſes and Threatnings, 
of the certain Reality of the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of the Life to come; as enabled 
them, againſt all Temptations, to obey God 
in the full and aſſured Expectation of ever- 
laſting glorious Rewards from him after 
Death. It was a Faith lively and opera- 
tive, that ſhone forth and expreſs'd it ſelf. 


in all due and proper Fruits; in all thoſe 


holy Actings and Exertions upon God, and. 
Duties towards Men, which ariſe out of it, 
ag Effects from their Root and Cauſe. This, 


ple, 
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ple, Perſwaſion, and Profeſſion wherein 
all the foremention'd Worthies died. I now 
come to inquire, | | 

III. What it is to die in Faith? And the 
general Anſwer is this: To die in Faith; 
as here intended of all the Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, and Saints of the Old Teſtament, 
implies, that they finiſhed their Courſe, 
compleated their Warfare, and overcame 
the laſt Enemy Death and the Grave, by 
the Power of Faith in God, and future un- 
ſeen Things. In particular, Theſe all died 
in Faith, implies, Dr tigt 61 
1. That the Faith of all theſe eminent 
Ser vants of God was according to Rule. It 
was a Faith ſeated in them, as a fixed habi- 
tual Principle. It was a Faith that had 
hold of their Hearts, deep rooting therein, 
like the good Seed ſown in good Ground. 


It was the Faith which the Heart-ſearching 
God approves, which is of the Operation f 


God by his Spirit, and conformable to the 
Tenor of his Commands delivered to them. 
It was a Faith which aſſents to all the 
Truths of God, which embraces all his 


exceedingly great and precious Promiſes, 


and relies on his Power, Wiſdom, and Faith- 
fulneſs for the punctual Performance of 
them. Tis a Faith which annihilates this 


» 
C 
7 
* 
Y 
"4 
4 
-- 


World, whoſe Faſhion paſſes away, anda Cor. vii. 


which realizes and ſubſtantiates to the Minds“. 
that which is to come. The Saints here Heb. zi. 
E Ig | ſpoken *: 
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ſpoken of, departed hence poſſeſs d of ſuch 
a Faith as this. Theſe All died in Faith: 
This implies alſo, . 
2. That All theſe mentioned Worthies 
died in the actual Perſwaſion, full Exeteiſe, 
and ſteady Profeſſion of their Faith. They 
died owning God, as God Almighty and 
All- ſufficient, and as their own God in Co- 
venant with them. They died acting Faith 
on him to the laſt, and in the laſt Minutes 
of their Lives, according to the ſeveral glo- 
rious Repreſentations he had made of himſelf 
to them, and the manifold Encouragements 
given them to confide in him. They died 
True Believers, truly wiſe and good Men, 
pleaſing to God, whom they ſaw only by 
Faith. After a Life of Believing, holy Sub- 
miſſion, Self-denial, and Obedience to God, 
they went to their Graves in the full Aſſurance 
of Faith, perſwaded of the Truth of all 


God's Revelarions, and of the certain exact 


Accompliſhment of all his Promiſes to 
themſelves and theirs, in the proper Seaſon 
thereof, Farther yer, | | 

3. By theſe good Perſons dying in Faith, 
is likewiſe meant, that their Faith at Death 
wras eminently ſtrong, and lively; ſo ſtrong 
in the Habit, and lively in its Exerciſe, as 
to be a Comfort to themſelves, and a Pattern 


to us. In that Hour of Trial, under the 


+ - Righteouſneſs Sake, under the moſt threat- 


greateſt Tribulations and Sufferings for 


2 


Mrs. Mary Coors. 


ning Appearances 'vf; Terror and Diſtreſs, 
when all Creature-dependencies and Ex- 


pectations fail'd, and the united Malice of 


Men and Devils aſſaulted them, and did 
their utmoſt to ſhut up their Way to Hea- 
ven, or however to render it to them as 
ſharp and painful as poſſible, they ſtill kept 
their Ground. Their Aſſent to the Word 


and Promiſes of God, under ſuch great 
Diſadvantages, was not feeble and infirm, 


not weak and fluctuating betwixt Hope 
and Fear, as a Ship in a Storm, or an un- 
even Ballance in the Air. In Relation to 
future good Things, they were not of a 
doubtful, ſuſpended Mind ; ſuch as many of 
the Heathen Philoſophers expreſt, in relation 
to the Meaſures of Providence, the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, and a future State. They 
were not, as Agrippa, only almoſt perſwaded, 
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to real Religion: Nor were they of litile Matt. xiv; 
Faith, as Peter on the Seas, and the Diſc 30, 51, 


ciples when Chriſt was aſleep with them 


in the Ship: No; but remarkably firm and ch. viii, 
ſteady, in Oppoſition thereto, Their Hearts, 25, 26. 


as the Pſalmiſt's Expreſſion is, were fed, 
truſting in the Lord; truſting in him for 


Support, and Deliverance, and for a Reſur- 
rection to a better and a happier Life, in the 
inviſible heavenly Glory. Their Reliance 
on God, being well grounded, was a kind 


of Anchor to their Souls, an Inſtrument or leb. via 


In 


—— — — 


Principle that held Femegem and ſtedfaſt 
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in the rougheſt and moſt tempeſtuous Sea- 
ſons, at leaſt from being overwhelmed in 
Darkneſs and Deſpair, as is noted of Abra- 
Rom. iv. Ham in another Caſe: Againſt all natural. 
18, fc. Hope, they believed in Hope, according to 
that: which was ſpoben for their Encourage- 
ment: And being not weal in Faith, they 
ggered not at, diſputed not againſt, nor 
doubted of, the Promiſes off God through 
Unbelief ; but were frrong in Faith, giving 
Glory to'God, the Glory of his Power, Wife 
dom, Goodneſs, All-Cafficjency, and Fruth'; 
being fully perſivaded thut what he bad pro 
thiſed, he was able to perform, becauſe ha- 
ving al Power in Heaven and on Earth, he 
- ig able to perform all Things conſiſtent with 
His natural eſſential Attributes and Perfecti- 
8 Their Faith in the Promiſes was ſucb, as 
carried them vigorouſly and advantageouſly 
ir e through all Difficulties to their Scope and 
End, as'a Ship that enters the Harbour with 
fell Sail. Their Faith was as ſtrong now at 
their Death, as ever it was in their Life-time, 
"© having ſtill the ſame ſubſtantial immutable 
Ground and Reaſon for it to rely upon, the 
infinite Power, Credit, and Veracity of their 
Maker. They expired, embracing the Pro- 
riſes: of inviſible good Things to come: 
Fhey ſet to them this Seal, their dying 
Teſtimony and Declaration, chat they be- 
„ lieved them all to be true, and ſuch as 
might be depended: on -q the Way of "_ 
0 
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going. Hill their; Happinefy they wentuyd 
upon this Bottom upon Faith in e 
of God, which is the fulleſt, and indeet all 
the Certainty and Security, that Things f- 
ture and inviſible are capable of. And wasn 
this eminent, was het. this moſt regaarks 
Faith? Moſt certainly, So the Apoſtle thought. 
Tis en Faith to their Praiſe in all athe 
.Chprches, and will be throughout all the 
World, where-ever it ſhall be ſpoken; of- 


* 


By ſuch. powerful diſtinguiſh d Faith anni 


Expectation of unſeen future Things it 15, 
that theſe. good Men obtain d à good Ra- 


port. In this. Faith they died. Pet ſedu- Heb. xi. 2. 


tion and Sufferings encqunter'd them daily, 
but they apoſtatized not from the Belief 
and Profeſſion of their Religion. They did 
not drau back in Heart, Word, og Practice; 
becauſe that would have been abominable 
unto God, and deſtructive to themſelves, 
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therefore rhey continued in the Faith, belis- Heb. 38, 
ving unto the ſauing of the Soul. To preſerve 3% 


a ſhort uncertain Life, they did not as Hy- 
meneus and Alexander, in their Extremity, 


make Shipwreck of Faith and a good: Tim, i. 
Conſcience, They did not quit their Pro-“ 


feſſion, and throw All overboard, as Ma- 
riners in a Storm. Oh! No: They held 


the Beginning of their Confidence, their ſub- Heb. iii, 
fiſting: Faith, ſtedfaſt unto the End. Thev't 
were faithful i the Death, in the ; Belief of 


another World, and the aſſured Hope or 
eter- 
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eternal Glory therein. They died, trüſting 
themſelves and all their Concefhrtint9 In. 
'tirely in the Hands of the — 
God. Thus they all died in Faith. ain, 
expounding the Text as it ſtands eorifie Gd « 
With the foregoing! and following Words, 
it muſt imply this farther Truth, namely, 
214+ That in Conſequence of ſuch a Death, 
they now inberit the Promiſes, ſtand inti- 
tled to all the Bleſſings of this Faith,” and 
ſhall be made the complete eternal Partakers 
of them. They have a Right thereunto; 
not of Nature, nor by any proper intrinſic 
Merit of their own; not as due to their 
Faith, Hope, and Obedience, ſtrictly and 
legally conſidered: For then Righteouſneſs 
ſt be by the Law, the Reward not of 
Grace but of Debt, and vain Man would have 
whereof to boaſt; which cannot conſiſt with 
the Hondur of God, and the Settlement of 
the Goſpel. No, in no wiſe. Their Right 
to all the Bleſſings of Faith and Salvation, 
flows only from the Bowels of the Mercies 
of their God, from the free Promiſe, Con- 
Ty ſtitution, and appointment of their heavenly 
Father; in Vir tue of the Purchaſe and Medi- 
8 ation of the Maſiab, the Lamb flain from the 
Eeva xiii 8, Foundatienof the World; and in regard of thoſe 
_ -- © -glorious'Benefits vouchſaf d to them already 
with him. They have indeed already reſt- 
ed from their Labours, and are enter'd into 
ren 1 no. no ** walk by Faith, 
but 
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but by Sight. Their Faith is chang'd into 
Viſion. The Vail is rent, and they are enter d 
into the moſt holy Place. They now behold Pl, xvii, 
God's Face in Righteouſneſs, and are ſatisfied" . 

wit his transforming, felicitating Likeneſs”; 
and in the Fulneſi of Time, when God has 
brought all his preparatory Works to Matu- 
rity, they, together with the whole Houſhold 
of Faith, ſhall be made perfect. They ſhall 
then receive the compleat Subſtance and 
Enjoyment of the Promiſes. The Crown of Tim. iv. 
Righteouſneſs, which was laid up for then, * 
ſhall,>'by the Lord the righteous' Fudge, be 
given them at that Day. Tis then that Rev. iti 
Chriſt will take them, and ſet them domm 
- with himſelf on his own Throne; and will 
give them Power over the Nations, even 'as 
4 recei vd of his Fatber. i. 
HFaving thus explain'd my Text in all the 
Parts of it, that which now remains, is, 
II. In the ſerend Place, to improve this 
Character and Encomium of theſe eminent 
- departed Saints. And this I ſhall endeavour 
to db, ſuitably to the Tenor of ſuch Exam- 
ples, and the mournful Providence at this 
Time commemorated by us. Various in- 
deed might be the doctrinal Inſtructions 
from what has been diſcours'd on the Sub- 
je, and worthy of our Notice; but I paſs 
them all, to come at once to what more 
immediately concerns our Practice. And 
the great Inſtance of Duty pointed out to 
| 266-7, us 
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us on chis Occaſion, and from this) Subject, 
is Zhis; namely, to labour all that in us lies 
to live in Faith, that therein we may at laſt 
alſo die. aud for us under the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation to die in Faith, is to die re- 
ſigning our ſelves into the Hands of the 
everliving God, thro!,. Jeſus, Chriſt, in a 
real and ſtedfaſt Perſwalion of the, Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion; of all the great 
Doctrines of Faith reveal'd to us in the 
+ . glorious. Goſpel of a ' tbe. bleſſed. Gad, and in the 
full and firm BA of the punctual Accom- 
pliſhment, as of all former Prophecies and 
=” Facts ſo of all the Promiſes of God, which 
relate to the Church in general, and to our 
ſel ves, and. our ſurviving Families and Re- 
lations in particular. Was it not thus that 
Gen. Jjrael died? And Iſrael ſaid unto.Jolſepb, 
n e eee Jie; but God will be with you, 
and bring you. again out of, this Egypt, where 
they, then ſojourned, into the Land of your 
Lukexxiii. Fathers. Was it nat thus that e — 
4% David, that the Man, Chriſt Feſus, and his 
Ads vii. holy, Martyr Stephen died; delivering up 
_ 1 phat to God, in Confidence of all 
thoſe unſeen future Things, which were the 
Subj ject; of ſacred Revelation, and the Matter 
of God 8. Promiſe to them? * to 
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allow'd for, it was in this Manner, now 
deſcrib'd, they all died, which is Dying in 
Faith. For a Cloſe, and as ſo many Argu- 
ments to quicken you to the greater Se- 
riouſnefs, Care and Diligence, in your En- 
deavouts thus at laſt to die, ſufter me to 
leave with you the ien Nr 
tions. And. 

I. Conſider then, that Dying in Paith, 
as before explain d, is ſuch a manner or 
Dying, as the Faith it ſelf we profeſs in- 
ſtructs us to, and recommends ; the Faith | 
of the Old Teſtament, and the Faith of | 
the New; the Faith of the Patriarchs and | 
Prophets, of Chrift and his Apoſtles, who | 
all died in Faith. To ſuppoſe you igno- | 
rant of this, were to ſuppoſe yoù ignorant | 
of the whole Bible, which gives à uniform | 
Teſtimony hereunto. Tis an obvious Ar- 
gument this, and of ſuch Moment and 
Conſequence, that without a copious En- l 
largement upon it, Lam willing to hope | 
you will be brought to the Endeayours now: | 
mentioned. However, leſt that ſhould not | 
be; Ter me intreat vou to confider farther, 

2. That this Dying in Faith, ig the only 
fofe Manner of Dying ; the 'only way cer- 
tainly to eſcape, the Horrors of an accuſing, | 
enrag d, defpairing Conſcience, che Wrath 
of God, and the everlaſting Damnation of | 
Hell. Chriſtiahs, theſe are nd emjltyehis 
| 
| 
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bdbles, to terrify the Ignorant and Unwary, 
but Realities, tho' inviſible. Hear the 

John iii, Words of the Holy Ghoſt, He that believeth 
18. not, is condemned already. As a Malefactor, 
he is under Sentence of Death, tho'. Exe- 
cution be reſpited to give room for Repen- 
rance, if he will but turn and live. But 
John v. he that believes, and conſents to the Goſpel- 
* Covenant, ſhall not come .into Condemnation, 
but is paſſed from Death to Life, really and 
relatively, ſpiritually and judicially. His 
State is good, his Condition ſafe; the Pro- 
miſe,” Covenant, and Oath of God, are his 
Security. A Man may die a learned Man, 
a rich Man, a powerful Man, but will theſe 
| at the laſt avail him any Thing ? Will 
Prov: xi. Riches profit in the Day of Wrath ? Oh! No. 
4+ 'Tis his dying a true Believer, a ſincere 
Chriſtian, juſtified in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus, and ſanctified ro the Image, and. 
by the Spirit of our God. This it is, that | is 
every Man's eternal Safety, for ſo has the 
righteous, unchangeable God ordain d. As 
ever then we would effectually provide for. 
our on Safety, ſhould not we, to our 
utmoſt, endeavour thus to die? Oh! can 
it be an indifferent Thing what becomes of 

Job vi. 12. us at Death? Is ic poſſible ? Is our Strength, 

the Strength of Stones? or is our Bleſh. of. 

| Braſs, that we dread not the Arrows of the, 
Exek. xxii. Almig hty? Can our Hearts endure, or can 
34 our Hands be ſtrong, in the Day e 
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Lord ſpall dedl with tis? Woe; Woe, yea; 
everlaſting Woe to us, if we die deſtitute ofC 
this Faith! Should it be fo, we ſhall nat 
fee Life, the Wrath of. God fhall abide upon 
11. Amd who. tan tell us how- dreadful a 


— 1 pare isl bo knvws the Power Pla XC, 


is Anger? tis ſuperior to Our grea 
Fears. Igo on and add, 

3. This Dying in Faith is alſo, in Fact 
and Experience; the moſt. comfortable 
Manner of Dying. And if ever Comfort 
be needſul, it muſt certainly be at ſuch a 
Seaſon, when we art loſing our Hold of all 
dutward Helps and Comforts; and conflict 
with the King of Terrors. What muſt then 
become of us, if we have not the Secret 


ow 
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the Lord with us? if in the Multitude of? fal. xeiv; 


our Thoughts within us; his Comforts, are not 


then vouchſaf d, to refreſh and delight our 
Souls? And which Way can they be ex- 
pecbed ? which Way can they be deriv d 
into us, without an active, lively Faith 
in that God and Redeemer, by whom 
we live, at whole Pleaſure, and i into whole 
Hands we die? 

I will nor ſay, chat the. Heirs of the 
Grace of Life are always joyous and com- 
fortable in themielyes on the Conſines of 
Death; when their Liſę draus nigh unto 


che Grave; for then, 1am perſuaded; in. d! 


mould fay a Thing which Experience has 
3— to ale, But this I may _ 
Ls lay; 
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tay, that for the moſt part it is ſo. For, 


In. xxxi. according to that ſure Word of Propbecy, 


the Wort of [Righteouſneſs ſball be Peace, 
great inward Peace, and the Effect of Righ- 


 Feouſneſs, Quietneys and 'A — for ever. 


And When it is otherwite with expiring 


Chriſtians, a very rational and ſatisfactory 
Account, I apprehend, might be given of 

it, eſpecially had we a thorow Knowledge 
of the ſeeret Paſſages of their Lives and 
Demeanor before God. The natural Fears 
of Death, as well in Believers as Unbelie- 
vers; the Prevalence of Pain, Anguiſh and 
Sickneſs at that Time; the Smitings of Con- 
ſcience, it may be, upon the Remembrance 
of ſome particular heinous Tranſgreſſions, 
or general incircumſpect Walking with 


God; the Riſings of Corruption, and the 


fiery Darts of the wicked One then ſhot into 
them; are Things, which, by hindring the 
lively Actings of Grace in good Men, may 
hinder their Comfort on a Death-bed; but 
without any Detriment to their final State, 
which depends on other Cauſes. And God, 
who is a free Spirit, may, at that Time, in 
great Wiſdom and Juſtice, withdraw from 
them the Light of his Countenance; as 
from his dear Son, in his extreme Agony, 
and on the Croſs; that following him in 
ij.  Sufferings, and being made conformable unto 

his Death, their Victory thro' and with him 


1251 be che more glorious at the laſt. ede 
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the Ways of God, it muſt be own'd,. are 
a great Deep. Some Chriſtians, who thro" 
Fear of Death, have been ſtruggling all 
their Life-time in Bondage, have found an 
eaſy and comfortable Eſcape at once; whilſt 
Others, who have lived in great Hope and 
Peace all their Days, have had their ſharpeſt 
Conflict at the laſt. That is entirely as it 
pleaſes God. A Chriſtian, in the near View 
of Death, buffeted by Satan, and preſs'd ai- 
moſt out of Meaſure above Strength, from 
the Apprehenſion of unpardon'd Sin, and 
of God's Diſpleaſure againſt him on that 
Account, is what we ſometimes ſee; and a 
moſt compaſſionable, affecting Sight it is: 
But yet, in that Hour of the Powers of Dark+ 
neſs, there is as viſible a Difference betwixt 
the Conflicts of ſuch good Men, and the 

nies of the Ungodly, as there is between 
the truly ſettled Peace of the one, and the 
infatuating Stupefaction of the other. Still, 
in their darkeſt Hours, good Men find 
Supports from God, tho deny d his abound- 
ing Conſolatians. They will a/crive Rigb- 


teouſneſs to their Maker, Righteous art thou, 


O Lord; and ſhame: and condemn them- 


ſelves. They can caſt themſelves -intirely 


upon the Grace and Mercy of God in Chriſt, 
and venture out of the Body, in Confidence 
that he will eu them the Patb of Life. 
Tho' their Faith be not glorified in Tri- 
umphing, it is glorified in Depending: 


G 2 which 


3 
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which is as ſure, tho” not fo joydus a Way 
to the Kingdom of their Father, as the other. 

Job viii. It cannot be, that Gd ſhould caft away 4 

29. perfect Man; that he ſhauld totally forſake 
the Work of his own Hands, tho he ſomes» 
times forbear to ſhine upon it in Death, 
The Sun may ſet in a dark and cloudy Sky, 
but it is the Sun ſtill, and will 215 glo- 

Rom. viii. riouſly in the other World. / Neither ek 

30, 39. wor Life, nor any other Creature, ſball bs 
able to ſeparate the Saints from the Love of 
God, embracing them in Chrift Jeſus aur 
Lord. 1 proceed to obſerve, 

4. Dying in Faith, is that Kind of Death 
which/i is recommended to us by the brighteſt 
Examples of real Religion, in all the Ages 
of the World. And ſhall not Examples 
incite and animate our Endeavours thus to 
die? Examples, I ſay, which are ever 

ropos d, both as inſtructive in Duty, and 
rſuafive to it? Is it not juſt? Is it not 

— Is it not neceſſary? M berefore 

then, ſeeing we are compaſſed about with 

— a Lund of Witneſſes, and Encou- 

ragements to this Duty, let us look daily to 
them. Let us look, in the r Place, unto 

Feſus, the moſt perfect and complete Ex- 

ample of real Religion, living and dying; 

for herein hag he left us an Example, that we 


ſhould follow bis Steps. Let us look over 
the whole Catalogue of renowned Saints, 


ol xf this Chapter, a8 aden, to us alſo. of 
ſuch 


_ Mrs. Mary Coors. 
fuch a Life and Death. And, finee tis en- 


join d us, to be Fallauers F all them, WHaHcb, vi; 


thro' Faith and Patience are now. iuberit ing 12. 
the Promijes ; I do, as indeed I may with 
great Truth and Juſtice, ta the fame Pur- 
poſe, exhort you likewiſe to look unto the 
Example of our dear departed Siſter, wha 
died alſo in, and according to the Faith, 
I am no Friend to Funeral Panegyrics, 
nor do I ordinarily care how little is ſpaken 
concerning the Dead; becauſe af the fre. 
quent Abuſe made thereof, by Men of cor. 
rupt and weak Minds, among the Living. 
But where they have obtain'd a gead Re- 
port thro Faithz where a true and exeme 
plary Teſtimony can be given, ſuch as that 
which I ſhall now briefly give of the De- 
ceas d; this, I rruſt, will have no ſuch ill 
Effects: On the contrary, I hope it may be 
very advantageous to the Relatives, Friends 
and Acquaintance of the Deceas'd, as it 
certainly will be to the Honour of God, 
and his rich Grace. | ci G2] 

By a Writing under her Hand, compar'd 
with other Teſtimonies, it appears to me 
that ſhe became acquainted. with God be- 
times. By Means of a Fit of Sickpeſs, 
about thirty Years ago, wherein ſhe appre- 
hended her own Unpreparedneſs far Death, 
which then threatned her, it was her Deſire 
and Reſolution, in the Strength of Divine 
Grace, tp make her Peace with God. 5 
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| the did by a Covenant-Devotedneſs of her 


ſelf to him, on Goſpel- Foundations, againſt 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. Theſe 
Engagements to God ſolemnly enter'd into, 
ſhe alſo as ſolemnly ſeal'd with him, in 
Communion with the Church under the 
Paſtoral Care of her worthy Uncle, Mr. Ben- 
jamin Merriman, at Newbury in Berks, the 
Place of her Nativity; whoſe Miniſtry ſhe 


confeſſes was made eminently uſeful to her 


in the Knowledge of Chriſt, and for whom 
therefore ſhe always retain'd the greateſt 
Efteem. 

Upon her Recovery from that Sickneſs, 
which in her Papers ſhe mentions as uſeful 
to her, ſhe expreſſes her ſelf in Words to 
this Effect : | 

« Tis my Deſire to make Choice of Chriſt 
« now in my Health and Strength. To 
« form me unto this Defire and Choice, 
te all my Afflictions have been neceſſary. 
« So far as I know of my ſelf, there is no 


e Sin which Ido not defire may be mortified 


« in me, by the Spirit and Grace of Chriſt. 
% From all Sin would I be freed, rather 
« than live in any. I bleſs God, who has 
« open'd my Eyes to ſee my miſerable 
« Eſtate by Nature ; who, by his free 


Grace, has convinc'd me of the Neceſſity 


« of an Intereſt in Chriſt, and his Benefits; 
« and alfo, that of my ſelf alone I can „ 


© nothing truly and ans good. 
« len 


# 
Mrs. Maxy Coops. - 

« bleſs God, who has drawn me with the 
« Cords of his Love unto Jeſus Chriſt, who 
« in my Eſteem is altogether: lovely, and 
_ « thro' whom alone 1 can be made happy 
« for ever. "Tis my Defire, and my Reſo- 
« lution, to take Chriſt, as he is offer d in 
« the Goſpel, in all his great and bleſſed 
« Offices ; and thro' his Spirit working in 
« me, and his Righteouſneſs, according ro 
e the Goſpel-Covenant, imputed to me, I 
« truſt I ſhall find Mercy with God.“ 

The Principles, of which ſhe then de- 
clar'd her Belief, and which, as it appears, 
ſhe afterwards grew up in, and unto, were 
ſuch as theſe : Namely, the Being and Per- 
fections of the One God in three Divine 
Perſons ; the Guilt, Impotence, and Miſery 
of Man, as fallen; the Humiliation, Suffer- 
ings, and Death of the Chriſt of God, his 
glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, - his 
| prevalent Interceſſion, and the Adminiſtra- 
tion of his mediatorial Kingdom, and his 
final Coming and Appearance; the Fulneſs, 
Perfection, and Sufficiency of the holy 
Scriptures; the Efficacy and Neceſſity of 
the Spirit's Agency, to reſtore Sinners to the 
divine Likeneſs, Preſence, and Favour; to 
inſtruct, ſanctify, and comfort them in the 
Ways of God; the real and manifold Obli- 
gations upon Chriſtians, to live to God in 
all the Duties of the Chriſtian Life, and to 
the Redeemer who bought them with his 
Sig 5 own 
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own moſt precious Blood; the Benefit and 
Neceſſity of conſtant Communion with Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, in all Acts of 

lick and private Worſhip; the Safety of 

16vers in Chriſt, both in Life and Death; 
the Soul's Return to God at the Inſtant 
of its Separation; the Reſurrection of the 
Body by che Almighty Power of Chriſt; 
and the compleat Happineſs of the entire 
Nature, with God and the Redeemer, in 
the Church ttiumphanr for ever. 
- The Sight of a Rainbow alſo. in het 
Years, as I have heard her obſerve, 


younger 
made fuch 4 lively and lating Impreſſion 
on her Mind —— the Covenants 


Faithfulneſs of God, as led her to a 

Dependence on him, and Comfort from 
him; in After-Life; and the accidental 
Sight of chat ſame Token of God's Faiths 


fulneſs in the Clouds, two or three Days 


before her Change, ftill more and more 
enlarg'd and confirm'd her therein. She 
enterd not upon conjugal Life without 
prior ſerious Engagements to God and 
Chriſt, and dhe well grounded Hopes of 
His Favour and Acceptance in the Re- 
deemer. And, as it might reaſonably be 
expected, from a Mind fo form'd and en- 


lighten'd, ſo cultivated and improv'd, the 


became an Example in all the Relations of 
Life; filling them up wich — Duty; 
1 wise ad moniſhing, and encou- 
taging 


Mes. Many: Cooper) 


raging? her Conſort, Children and Servants 
in the true Fear of God, againſt Temptati- 


on and Infirmity. God alſo, on many fig- 
nal Occafions, was pleaſed to make uſe of 
her as a Comforter to his afflicted Servants 


elſewhere in the World; and indeed had 
remarkably fitted her for that Office; by 


a natural Vivacity of Temper, and by 
Means of the Comforts where with ſhe her- 
ſelf, from Time to TRI had deen com- 
forted of Gd. a0 

Firm was ſhe in the Communice and 
Worthip of Proteftant-Diſſenters ; and zea- 
lous for the Liberty wherewith Chriſt has 
made his People free; but never thought it 
ſo right, to recommend it by the Heat of 
Controverſy with her Fellow Chriſtians,” as 
by a Temper and Converſation e of her 

high Calling and Profeſſion. | 
From a Courſe of many Inſtances, here 


induſtriouſly wav'd, it appears, that the - 


liv'd a Life of Faith in the providential 
Care of a faithful God, in conſtant Views 
of, and under the Impreſſions of, unſeen 
eternal Things. And tho' it muſt be own'd 
that ſhe had, as all others have, many Im- 
perfections, eſpecially Anxieries for her Fa- 
mily, which ſometimes interrupted her 
own Peace, and was otherwiſe inconvenient; 
yet by the Faith in her before deſcrib'd, was 
ſhe enabled to get above them, eſpecially 
in the latter Part _ her Days. By this 


Faith 


7* 


* 
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Faith deriving Support and Comfort from 
an All- ſufficient Saviour, and whom, (as ſhe 
told me in her laſt Sickneſs) ſhe had found 
to be her Saviour, ſhe 'devolv'd this Family- 
Burden upon him; nevertheleſs, for their 
Benefit, — the Honour of God, ſubmit- 


ting, if he ſaw it good, to a yet longer 


Continuance in this Vale of Tears, tho fa 
be with Chriſt was to her far better. And 
thus in the Cloſe-of Life, when all Means 


were ineffectual, and Death, which reveals 


che Secrets of che Heart, appear'd in View, 
ſhe beheld this laſt Enemy as the Meſſenger 
of God's righteous Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, 
but without diſmaying Terror and Amaze- 
ment; being enabled to look beyond him 
to a living Redeemer, with — 2 and 
Joy. O happy Frame of Mind! and ſuch 
as, thro' the Bowels of the Mercies of out 
God, perſever'd with her thro che Height 
of her Diſtemper unto the End. Having 
then, with great Aſſurance, declar'd her 
Belicf of the Bleſſing of God upon her 
Family, with repeated Devoredneſs of them 
and her ſelf to God in Covenant, ſhe died, 
as the Saints of old, in that Faith, which is 
the Subſtance 0 Things hoped for, and the 
Evidence of Things not ſeen; and, together 
with them, and all ack has no doubt en- 

ter d into Peace. 

Other Examples of holy Dying are We 


One 


— 
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One lately before our E 
Compaſs of our awn Knowledge and Ob- 


ſervation. And being according to the Rule 


of the Goſpel, tis ſuch a one, as I may 
therefore very juſtly, my Brethren, propoſe 
to your conſtant Memory and Imitation, 
with Hopes of a more immediate viſible 
Effect thence for your Good. It has pleas'd 
God, of late, to remove many Perſons from 
this Chriſtian Society and Neighbourhood, 
who were truly eminent for. their Fear, 
Faith, and Service in their Day. Such Ne- 
moves have come very nigh my Heart; not 
on account of any temporal to me, 
which, if that were the Caſe, were a v 
deſpicable Conſideration to the faithful Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt to mourn over; but on 
account of the awful Aſpect which ſuch 
Diſpenſations have upon us, and the Church 
of God in general. When God's Hand is 
thus lifted up, may it be obferv'd! and 
when the Righteous periſh from off our 
Earth, may the Living, the Living amongtt 
us, lay it to Heart ! ſo lay it to Heart, 
as to excite our Care and Diligence to 
live and die as they have done! This, tis 
probable, we ſhall be yet more coricern'd 
to do, if we conſider farther, - 50 GL 
F. That this Dying in Faith is the ſureſt 
Way to embalm, perpetuate, and preſer vo 
an honourable Remembrance of us after 
Death. And this, in che Eſtimate of God, 
4 3H 2 and 


yes, and in the 


# 
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Eccleſ. vii. and all wiſe Men, has ever been reputed a 
Prov. xi. moſt deſirable Bleſſing. By this Faith, 
in, - maintain'd in them living and dying, the 
Heb. xi. 2. Elders obtain d a good Report; the Elders, i.e. 
the Saints that liv'd in the firſt Ages of the 
World; all the Old Teſtament Saints, whe- 

ther of a longer or ſhorter Life, they are 

well thought and ſpoken of. The Ground 

of it is their Faith. As by Faith in their 

Day they were Witneſſes for God, ſo God is 

now alſo a Witneſs for them: God, I ſay, 

whoſe: Witneſs and Judgment being always 
according to Truth, may infallibly be de- 

nded on. Their Conſciences alſo were 

their Witneſs. Whilſt on Earth, they had 

this Teſtimony, that they pleaſed God. And 

all, even their Enemies, in their Heart at 

leaſt, have ſince bore Witneſs to the Ho- 

nour of their renowned Faith, by obſerving 

its truly great and final Effects. But were 
they famous for nothing more? Yea cer- 
tainly, as the Scriptures ſnew, for various 
other Graces: Abel for Righteouſneſs; 
Enoch and Noah for Walking with God; 
Abraham for ready Obedience to the Call 
and Command of God; Moſes for Meekneſs 
and Prudence; David, Samuel, and the 
Prophets, for Courage and Fortitude in the 
Cauſe of God, and for a moſt fervent Spirit 
ot Devotion: Why then is it their Faith 
only, which is here remark'd and com- 
mended? The Reaſon is this: was 
dt | 2 all 
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Faith, which was the Soul and Principle of 
all their other Excellencies and Atchieve- 
ments; that Principle, whereby they re- 
ceiv'd all the Influences of Heaven, and by 
which, as their Light and Strength, then were 
directed and quickned to all other Works 


and Duties. This is the Victory that over- 1 Ichn v. 


comes the World, even our Faith, ſays the 4 
Apoſtle John; and I add, upon the ſame 
Authority, that overcomes the Fleſh, Sin, 
Satan, and everlaſting Death. 0 
6. Laſtly, Another Motive to the Duty in 
the Text, is this; tis the higheſt, the no- 
bleſt Act of Faith, its final compleating Act, 
thus to die: Tis the greateſt Honour we 
can poſſibly do to God, the laſt and the 
nobleſt Teſtimony we can bear for him, his 
Grace, his Truth, and Ways, in this World; 


and, to add no more, tis the only Way to 


inherit the Promiſes, and to have an abun- 2 pet. i, 


dant Entrance miniſtred to us into the ever- 
laſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt. Thus dying, ſhall our Faith 
be perfected in Viſion. And. chus leaving 
the World, ſhall we meet again, and em- 
brace all our pious Friends and Acquain- 
tance; whoſe Removal we ſo deeply regret, 
and, together with them, all the Heirs of 
Salvation, whoſe Faces in the Fleſh we 
never ſaw. This is an Argument of the 
greateſt Urgency and Weight with upright, 
believing Minds. O God, grant it 1 £5 
10 uc 
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ſuch to us! Tis the Argument, whereby 

— have choſen mote particularly to 
ve recommended and impreſs'd on 

the ſurviving Conſort and Children of the 

Deceas'd, the Duty in the Text; but oy 

Time now permits it not. 

It moſt nearly concerns you, Sirs, to ob- 
ſerve, and be deeply affected with this ſo- 
lemn Stroke of Providence fallen upon you, 
that you may comport with the Ends there- 
of, which, I hope, are not unknown to you. 
You are yet in a World of Sin, Temptation 
and Infirmity: May God All- ſufficlent be 
a God to you, ſuitably ro every Circum- 
ſtance of your Caſe in active and ſuffering 
Life, in Time, and to Eternity! This is 
my Heart's Defire, and Prayer to God for 
von; the Sum of all you can defire your 
ſelves, and others requeſt of God for you. 
The Requeſt is large and great, but you 
need not doubt its being granted, if you are 
but duly careful to walk ſo as to pleaſe Gad, 
by walking with him in the Power of that 
Faith, which is the Subſtance of Things hoped 
for, and the Evidence of Things not ſeen. 


Heb. xi. 6. #/7thout ſuch Faith, tis, in the Nature and 


Order of Things, zmpoſfuble you ſhould 
pleaſe him, and be intitled to his ſpecial 


Protection, Favour and Bleſſing. All your 


Hopes from Religion, without This Founda- 
tion, will be as vain. as your Pretenſions 


to it. Many are the Prayers of the Deceas d 
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on Record before God for you, Which 
from the Exuberance of his Compaſſions to 


Man's lapſed Nature, and for the Honour 


of his Truth and Covenant, he will, in all 
apt Ways, aſſuredly anſwer; for the Lord 
our God is a gracious and merciful God; 
and his merciful Covenant is with his Ser-. 
vants, and their Seed, unto Thouſands of Ge- 
nerations of them that love bim, and keep his 
Commandments, Upon the whole Matter 
then, to ſpeak at once to all: If either 
Reaſon, or Revelation, if the Honour of God, 
or the juſt Senſe of our Concernment with 
bim, if our Comfort in Liſe, our Hope in 


Death, and our future everlaſting State, 


which is nigh at hand, and by him to be 
determined; if theſe Conſiderations, I fay; 
be of any Weight in themſelves, and can 
have any real Influence over us, I intreat 
they may now prevail upon us all, ſeriouſly 
and conſtantly to endeavour thus to die in 
c: TELP 1] 8 


And thus much on the ſecond general 


Head I propos'd to ſpeak to. I cloſe with 
a few Directions in order to thus dying in 
Faith; and to this Purpoſe every one will 
ſee that theſe following*Advices are neceſ- 
fary. As, FC ˖˙».‚‚‚„ᷣ a 
I. See that you now diſtinctly underſtand 


the true Nature of this Faith, I bat it is. 


As the Faith of Chriſtians, on account of x 
1% | | fuller 
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fuller and elearer Revelation from God: 
than was afforded to the Fathers before 
Chriſt, muſt be of larger Extent; ſo ſhould 
it be of greater Firmneſs in the Habit, of 
greater Freedom and Vigor in its Exerciſes: 
as the clearer the Light, the more accurate 
and diſtinct the Viſion. That this ſhould be 
ſo, no Man can in the leaſt doubt. 5 
2. See alſo, that by ſound Converſion, 
and unfeigned Conſent of Heart to God's 
gracious Covenant in the Goſpel, you be in 


a State of Faith. That you have within 
you an habitual, permanent Perſwaſion of 


the great Truths of God and the World to 


come, of all that he has reveal'd and re- 


quir'd you to believe. That your Faith be 


in you, not a tranſient, ſuperficial Opinion 


or Conceit, but a Divine Habit of the Ope- 
ration of Gd. 7 . 
3. Live in the daily Exerciſe of Faith. 
Being fully perſwaded of the Certainty, 


Reality, and vaſt Importance of future, in- 
viſible Things, let your Thoughts, Deſigns, 


Affections, and Actions, be conſtantly ober- 
ruPd thereby. Know, O vain Man, that 
Faith without Works is dead: By Works 
Faith is made perfect. By a ſteady Courſe 
of ſincere good Actions, Faith, as all other 
Habits, is improv'd, ſtrengthen'd, and at- 


tains its proper Ends. Let your whole 


Lives then be tranſacted in Faith. Through 
Faith learn more and more every Day, to 
% 6 +. —_— 
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Goſpel, which you apprehend may be the 


hood and Families. 
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e this World. under your Feet; to 

in and caſt it out; to reſine and ſpiri- 

tualize your Natures; to derive every Day 

Jer more and more of the Divine — in- 
to your Hearts; to reſemble him in all his 

moral Excellencies, and to grow up in all __ 15. 

5 into Chrif our Head. But beſides 


* 


4. By a realizing Faith, and frequent ſe- 
rious Meditation, be often putting your 
ſelves into the Poſture of dying Perſons; and 
to your Uttermoſt be exerciſing thoſe Acts 

of Faith on God and the Redeemer, on the 
inviſible World, and all the Promiſes of the 


'M 
more peculiar Work and Buſineſs of that * 1 
awful Period. This is dying: daily. aus Ct, xv. 5 A 
Day. ſhould,paſs without ſome ſuch Exerci - * 1 
tations and Endeavours, becauſe you have ”_ F 
no Day of certain Exemption) from MortagF x7 
lity and the Grave. Tis a great Opportu- #2 . 
nity you have for this Work by Night up- 4 
on your Beds, when God holds your Eyes 
waking that you cannot ſleep; and when 
85 7 likewiſe comes into 220 Neighbaure' 


Often and deeply conſider, What may be 
the Trials of your Faith at ſuch a Time- 
How many, how awful, and how difficule lu 
Such as will undoubtedly call for the moſt 
vigorous, eſtabliſh'd Faith. And write 
mw the n ü of your Heart, as 
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with a Pen of Iron, and the Point of a Dia- 
mond, this ſolemn Truth, namely, That no 
F aith, no Victory; and if no Victory, no 
Rev, iii. Triumph. To him only that overcomes, 
2 ſays Chriſt, will T grant to fit with me in 
my Throne, even as alſo overcame, and am 
ſet down with my Father in his J. brone. And 
what Way have Chriſtians to overcome, but 
by Faith? To conclude all, 
5. As ever you hope to ſucceed in your 
Endeavours to die in Faith, I do moſt ear- 
3 neſtly exhort and recommend it to you alſo, 
EX  Thatyou would be much in fervent Prayer 
1 to God for thoſe Aids, Preſence and Suc- 
cours from Time to Time, which alone 
can carry you comfortably to, and through 
that final, inevitable Conflict. Vain, alas! 
are all ybur Efforts, farther than they are 
enliven's and ſeconded by his own Spirit 
and Grace. Oh, Fray always therefore, 
FI. with all Prayer and Supplication in the Spi- 
reef. =_ Pray without ceaſing. Pray and faint 


ddd While you thus pray, you do prevail, 
2 viii. 5 as : Ifrael did over Amalek, while Moſes 


Exod.xvii. held up his Hands in the Mount. It can- 
not be, that God, Who -enjoins and hears 
Prayer, will ſuffer you to pray in vain. Oh! 

1 Cor. xv. No; Tour: moſt abundant faithful Labour, c 

hall not be in vain in the Lord. Faith in 

the Words of- the infullible G rech 4 


ISN 


tells you lo. - Mm. | 'v 
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